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Agenda

• What is a Collaborative Project, and how is 

it different from other policy instruments?

• Has any funding been announced in my 

area of research?

• Work on the application



Researcher Project Collaborative Project to meet Societal 

and Industry-related Challenges

Knowledge-building Project for 

Industry

Number of 

applications
Only one per project manager

Partners Only other research organisations

Requirement for cooperation with 
partners from the business sector 
and/or other parts of society that 
participate actively in the project

Requirement for cooperation with 

partners from the business sector 

that contribute research funding

Open to All thematic areas Defined thematic areas
Defined thematic areas 

(petroleum and energy)

Expectations of 

the project

• World-class scientific 

environments

• Groundbreaking projects and 

innovation

• High quality research

• Research competence in strategically important areas

• Implementation of research results in the business and public sectors

2 February 9 February 9 February

Calls for research organisations in February



• knowledge and competence are built to meet future societal or 

industry-related challenges

• the representatives of the industry-related or societal challenge 

actively contribute to the project

• the results are useful for broad user groups

• the research is close to the research front in the form of basic or 

applied research

• there is open science and open access to articles

• there is normally cooperation with international specialist groups

• there are normally recruitment positions

In a Collaborative Project...



Why are partners required?

The participation of partners ensures:

• that the projects develop new knowledge and 
competence in Norwegian research groups in 
priority areas

• that research questions, activities and results are 
relevant and beneficial to society

• that connections and consortiums are built 
between knowledge environments and society in 
important areas



Who can participate as partners?

• Actors from the business sector or other parts of 
society
• the public sector, directorates, municipalities
• intermunicipal enterprises
• business sector/private enterprises
• organisations
• non-profit organisations
• industry or trade organisations

• Other research institutions

Actors from the business sector or other parts of 
society that will contribute experience and knowledge 
and ensure that the project and its objectives address 
real societal and/or industry-related challenges.



What do the partners do in the projects?

Often used for 
• working hours – project meetings / steering 

committee / advisory group
• working hours – active participation in work 

packages
• materials, testing facilities or other

‘The participation requirement’
At least 10% of the project’s total costs must be used by 
the Norwegian partners (applies to costs – not funding)

Partners participate in planning, management, 
implementation, dissemination and/or contribute to 
utilisation of the results
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We announce funding of 
approximately NOK 1 billion 

Democracy, 
administration 
and renewal

Energy, 
transport and 
low emissions

Oceans

Health
Land-based food, 
the environment 
and bioresources

Enabling 
technologies

Petroleum
Education 

and 
competence

Welfare, 
culture and 

society

Cross-cutting topics
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Ready to get the project off the ground?



Our most important advice – read the call and the guide 
carefully

You will find important guidelines and requirements 
in
• The call

• the thematic part of the call
• common texts for all thematic areas
• criteria and application processing

• The guide
• explains and elaborates

At the end you will find mandatory templates
• project description
• CVs



Partners must be entered in the application form

• Partners from the business sector or other parts of society
At least two such partners are required, see the guide for 
more details

• Research organisations participating as partners

The following applies to all partners
- a letter of intent must be attached to the application
- if the project is granted funding, a collaborative agreement must be 

drawn up
- the Project Owner follows up the whole project, i.e. coordinates the 

reports from all partners

The projects may also include actors that are not registered, 
but that are described in the project description



Progress plan and categorisation of work packages

All work packages must be categorised  
• basic research
• industrial research

(or applied research)

This affects how costs are distributed in 
subsequent tables



Cost plans

Costs are divided between partners, work packages and years

The tables are defined by 

• the registered partners

• the work packages registered in the progress schedule, and in which years 
they will take place

Funding tables

These tables are also defined by your previous choices in the application

The total amount must be the same in all tables

Tables in the application forms



Important principles for calculating payroll and indirect 
expenses

• The costs must accrue during the project period
• The costs must be set out in the project’s own accounts
• Equipment etc. that is donated to the project free of charge

are not to be entered as costs

Familiarise yourself with the rules for recognising:
• hourly rates – your own and those of partners
• equipment 
• other operating expenses, including subcontractor services

The projects are obliged to report their annual accounts – the Project Owner must 
report on behalf of the whole project

Cost plan
Costs are divided between 
• Payroll and indirect 

expenses
• Equipment
• Other operating 

expenses



The partners must have expenses in the project, and there is a 
minimum requirement for how big their share of expenses 
must be

Add up the figures 

Participation requirement of 10%

Costs NOK

The costs of the Project Owner and other 
research organisations

8,000,000

The costs of Norwegian partners from the 
business sector or other parts of society

1,000,000

Total 9,000,000

Participation as a percentage 11.1 %



International partners can add great value to the project 
and must be registered in the application form in the 
same way as Norwegian partners

• The costs of foreign research organisations can be funded 
through the grant allocation

Costs are budgeted in the same way as for Norwegian 
research organisations

• The costs of international partners from the business sector 
or other parts of society cannot be funded by the project. 
These costs are therefore not to be entered in the budget 
tables

Such partners can be mentioned in the project description 
and the letter of intent and will be taken into account when 
the application is assessed

International partners?



Project funding

• The minimum amount of funding granted is NOK 4 million
• The maximum amount varies between thematic areas; see the call

The Research Council’s project funding can be used to finance:

• the costs of research organisations (Norwegian and 
international)

• The costs of Norwegian partners from the business sector or 
other parts of society

Many projects can be fully funded

For projects that cooperate with undertakings, the amount of funding 
that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules



Are all formal requirements 
satisfied? 

• The grant application form and attachments are to be 
submitted in English

• Requirements relating to the project manager and 
Project Owner must be satisfied

• Requirements relating to partners must be satisfied

• The project must be able to commence before 1 
December 2022

• All mandatory attachments must be included:

– a project description using the designated template

– the CV of the project manager and other key 
members of the project team

– letters of intent from all registered partners



The letter must describe

• who the partner is (in brief) 

• their motivation for participating in the project

• what they will contribute

Example of letter of intent in the 
guide



For a detailed description, see: Administrative procedure for Collaborative and Knowledge-building 
Project applications

Do you want to know how your application will be processed?

https://www.forskningsradet.no/en/apply-for-funding/who-can-apply-for-funding/research-organisations/collaborative-knowledge-building-project/administrative-procedure-for-collaborative-and-knowledge-building-project-applications/


Important dates

You can create your 
application

15 Dec. 2021 9 Feb. 2022

Application deadline

June 2022

Publication of results

Remember to participate in our thematic webinars



For general questions about the call: 

ksp@forskningsradet.no

For questions about the thematic area: 

see the call for information about the contact persons

Feel free to contact us!



YOU MUST
START NOW!

It takes time to build
a good partnership 

Photo: ESA/NASA/Rivera-Thorsen

Create your application early – you can submit and 
change it up to the application deadline. Only then will it 
be available to us.


