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    Portfolio board for Global development and 
International relations

Minutes Meeting 3/21
Date 28. September, kl. 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Place Zoom

Present: Rainer-Elk Anders (acting chair) 
Annelies Zoomers 
Camilla Tenna Nørup Sørensen
Christopher Cramer
Elise Must
Isabell Schierenbeck
Nynke van den Broek

Apologies: Rolf Arne Billington, Ministry of Defence (observer) 

Observers: Hanne Meldgaard, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Stine Münter, Ministry of Justice and Public Security 
Marianne van der Wel, The Ministry of Health and Care Services 

Item PSGLOBAL 23/21 Approval of agenda 

No amendments were made. 

Decision: The Portfolio board approved the agenda for the meeting. 

Item PSGLOBAL 24/21 Minutes of meeting 2/21  

Decision: The minutes from the last meeting were approved by 
correspondence prior to this meeting.

Item PSGLOBAL 25/21 Debrief webinar – revision of the Portfolio Plan 

The Portfolio Board members found the webinar inspiring and 
fruitful. Comments were made regarding economic and market 
perspectives and European perspectives not being explicitly included 
in the programme and researchers from the Global South not being 
present. As a follow-up of the webinar, the administration should ask 
each of the presenters to pose three pertinent research questions 
following their presentations.  

The presentations show-cased that the portfolio has deeply 
interconnected aspects, which are not sufficiently reflected in the 
portfolio plan. 

The narrow room for flexibility within the funding of the portfolio is a 
challenge, both regarding detailed earmarking of funds and regarding 
lacking flexibility within the Research Council's internal guidelines for 
researcher types, length of project funding periods etc.  

The Research Council should allocate funds to research that looks at 
the theoretical and conceptual framework for research within the 
portfolio area. Further, both European perspectives and issues 
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related to migration should be more pronounced in the portfolio 
plan. Conflicts and potential for conflicts are also important aspects. 
The terminology used in the portfolio plan should be given more 
consideration, as some of the wording is somewhat obsolete. 

The portfolio board wishes to continue communication with the 
wider research community as it will give valuable input to the work 
ahead. A suggestion was made to organize a symposium to follow up 
on issues like partnerships, interdisciplinarity etc. This could possibly 
be organized in collaboration with WOTRO Science for Global 
Development Programmes, Netherlands. 

Decision: The input from the researchers to the Portfolio Board is 
taken into consideration. A symposium with researcher participation 
will be organized, and Christopher Cramer, Nynke van den Broek and 
Rainer-Elk Anders will prepare a framework for this event. 

Item PSGLOBAL 26/21 Updates from the administration 
The Research Council's R&D-budget was cut by 1.7 billion kroner in 
2021. Initially this was presented as a 'technical delay' in funding 
intended to be reimbursed at a later stage. However, this is now a 
permanent cut in part due to the ministry’s concern over a large 
transfer of funds across fiscal years. The Research Council is now 
expected to drastically reduce transfer of funds in the years ahead. 
The cut related to the targeted funding schemes within the Portfolio 
for Global Development and International Relations was 135 million 
kroner. The dialogue with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is very good 
and aims at ensuring a more flexible system that will allow for more 
expedient change of priorities according to the ministry's needs, and 
reduce the challenges related to transfer of funds across years. 

The Portfolio board is still three to four members short. The new 
board members will be approved by the Research Council's Board. 
The administration aims at nominating persons from both the global 
south and the Norwegian research community. 

Decision: The updates from the administration are taken into 
consideration. 

Item PSGLOBAL 27/21 Investment plans 2022 - 2024

Documents: 
Investment plan for Global Development and International                    

                                                                   Relations 2022-2024  

 Portfolio Analysis for Global Development and International   
          Relations 

The Investment Plan is part of the governing documents of the 
Portfolio. Together with the Portfolio Analysis and the Portfolio Plan 
it gives the Board and the users of the RCN an overview of thematic 
priorities and funding opportunities within the RCN Portfolio Global 
Development and International Relations. It represents an 
opportunity for the Board to discuss and communicate future plans 
for investments, in terms of planned thematic profiles, types of 
applications/projects and distribution of budget. In addition to the 
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investment plan for Global portfolio, there is some targeted 
International funding that is subject to the decision of the Board of 
the Research Council. This refers to the international partnerships 
(INTPART) and the Global sustainability - where we have, among 
other funds, dedicated funding to cooperation with China and India. 
This belong to the portfolio thematically but is allocated by the RCN-
board. The projects funded from Global sustainability and INTPART 
will be reflected in the portfolio analysis. 

The Investment Plan gives a three-year outlook into the thematic 
priorities and planned call for proposals for the three sub-portfolios 
Global Development, International relations, foreign- and security 
policy and Global Health. The plan will be updated annually.  

Two of the three sub-portfolios within the Portfolio for Global 
Development and International Relations are faced with possible 
challenges related to disposable income over the next three 
years. This is partly due to the calls for proposals in 2019, 2020 and 
2021 that were quite substantial in order to catch up on the yearly 
transfer of funds, and because new funding for NORGLOBAL2 and 
UTENRIKS is still not in place. Thus, a plan for calls on development 
research (NORGLOBAL2) was not included in the investment plan. 
However, after consideration, the administration suggests that 
funding for development research should be included in the 
investment plan, with calls for 65 million kroner in 2023 and 70 
million kroner in 2024. No calls will be launched on this topic in 2022. 

The Portfolio Board had some comments regarding the texts of the 
investment plans and invited a more explicit argument for the 
priorities.  

Decision: The Portfolio Board approves the Investment plan for Global 
Development and International Relations 2022-2024.  

The investments for 2022 are made with the assumption that Global 
Health receives a yearly allocation of 50 million kroner, and that 
UTENRIKS will be allocated the yearly allocation on research on Asia 
up until 2023. 

Item PSGLOBAL 28/21 Call for proposals 2022 – thematic and structural priorities 

Documents:  
UTENRIKS work plan  

Thematic and structural priorities Asia in a Time of Change  

New Priorities on Global Health Research 

The 2022 the deadline for relevant application types are:  

 2. February for Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal   

 9. February and for Collaborative and Knowledge building 
projects   
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The investment decisions for the call for Collaborative and 
Knowledge building projects (the AMR call) will be taken at the 
Portfolio Board meeting in June 2022, while investment decisions for 
the call for Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal will be taken a 
Portfolio Board meeting in August 2022.  The board suggested that 
some documentation of added value in the AMR-call is prepared, for 
the decision meeting. This can be based on the whole AMR-call, by 
looking at topics, partnerships, or both.  

Based on the proposed investment plan the administration proposes 
that the portfolio participates in the call for proposals on Researcher 
projects and in the Collaborative and Knowledge-building projects. 
There is also a proposition for the portfolio to participate in several 
joint calls.  

The Portfolio Board had a few comments regarding the UTENRIKS call 
and suggested that the call text should be based on alternative two, 
but underlining that the proposals should either focus on issues 
related to Security or Order and the International System, or 
alternatively explore the linkages between either of these two topics 
and the other priority areas as described in the Asia in a Time of 
Change document.   

Decision: The Portfolio Board approved the 2022 Calls for proposals 

related to Global health with funding of NOK 120 million to Global 

health and 24 million to bilateral call with the Russian Ministry of 

Higher Education and Science. A revised call text for International 

relations, foreign and security policy with funding of 46 million NOK 

will be considered by circulation. 

Global health will participate in the following four calls for proposals:   

 Joint call with The Global Alliance for Chronic Diseases on 

Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs).   

 Joint call with The Belmont Forum on Climate, Health and 

Environment  

 Joint RCN call on Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) from a One 

Health Perspective  

 Call for Researcher projects for Scientific Renewal and 

Collaborating Projects 
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Item PSGLOBAL 29/21 Procedure for investment decision on Researcher Schools 

The call Research School for Quality and Relevance with the deadline 
15. September 2021 comprises funding from four portfolios and has a 
total allocation framework of 208 million kroner. There is also a 
thematic open call for proposals with an allocation framework of 96 
million kroner. The maximum amount available for each school is 
NOK 16 million kroner.   

The Global Health initiative has participated with earmarked funds in 
the call with a total of NOK 16 million. The funding will be awarded to 
one research school in global health that underpins the primary 
objective of the new initiative, as well as Sustainable Development 
Goal 3 and its targets. Implementation research and equitable 
partnerships are two important priorities, and the school should 
show how they take this into consideration when planning education 
and training activities.  

Interdisciplinary approaches should also be included, as this is 
considered essential for finding solutions to major global health 
challenges.  

The decision on which application to fund will be taken in December 
2021. The Board discussed the procedural arrangements set out by 
the administration for the Researcher School scheme. They raised the 
issue of not being able to see comparable proposals from the other 
thematic portfolios and the open call. The assessments and the list of 
grades from comparable proposals, i.e. within the field of Health, will 
be circulated to the Board prior to decision.  

Decision: The Portfolio Board approved the following principles for 

rules of procedure for the application assessment meeting:   

 Recommendation of applications that are relevant for 

funding and as a basis for discussion in the board.  

 The other applications will be assessed by the grant 

committee.   

 En bloc rejection of applications awarded the mark 4 or 

lower.  

Item PSGLOBAL 30/21  The RCN Strategy for recruitment of researchers 

The Research Council's strategy clarifies the need for recruitment of 
researchers and instruments to stimulate the institutions' work on 
recruitment of researchers and career development. This is central 
both for a well-functioning research system and for bringing about 
groundbreaking research and innovation. Recruitment builds 
research capacity in all research areas. The Research Council will now 
draw up a plan for the recruitment of researchers. The aim of the 
plan is to find action points that can be followed up by the Research 
Council, contributing to build up the research and innovation 
expertise Norway need in the future. The plan is due to be finalized in 
the first quarter of 2022.  
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The Portfolio Board welcomed the opportunity to give input to the 
Research Council's strategy for recruitment of researchers. The 
opportunities seem narrower for students today regarding shorter 
stays abroad.  

It was remarked that the trends analysis is very generalized. Social 
sciences are not struggling with recruitment, whereas recruitment to 
science and technology is more challenging. These gaps should be 
examined further to understand the variations between research 
areas/disciplines. Closer connection with end-users as obligation or 
requirement would help ensure input from possible future 
employers. Connections between academia and business should be 
further developed.  

Research schools are very good arenas for recruitment. A 
consideration of the wider structural environment, how this may be 
positive and productive, should be discussed in the strategy. The 
same goes for exchange with the international research community. 

One problem within academia is that supervisors do not have 
incentives to 'play PhDs good', in contrast to the business-community 
where there are strong incentives in place to both recruit and 
develop young talents. 

Decision:  
The input from the Portfolio Board is to be included in the further 
work on the Research Council's plan for recruitment. 

Item PSGLOBAL 31/21 Any other business

Regarding the upcoming Portfolio board meetings, the last meeting 
this year will be virtual. The meetings in 2022 will be either virtual or 
physical, however the aim is to have at least some of the meetings 
with physical participation. The Portfolio Board members advised 
against hybrid meetings. The administration will send out a poll to 
decide the date for the next meeting that will take place either in late 
November or the first half of December. 


