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Portfolio Board – Global Development

Minutes of meeting Meeting 2/2020
Date 7 May,  from 09.00 – 12.00

Place 
Video conference /Research Council of Norway, meeting room Bonnevie 5

Participation 

Board members:
Present:  Kim Traavik, Fanny Duckert,  
On Skype: Christopher Cramer, Nynke van der Broek, Elise Must, Camilla Tenne 
Nørup Sørensen, Annelies Zoomers, Peter Smith, Isabell Schierenbeck; Rainer-
Elk Anders 

Observers:   
Present:    Svein Bæra 
On Skype: Marianne van der Wel, Dag Kristiansen, Øyvind Jaer 

Administration: 
Present:   Kristin Danielsen, Bjørn Tore Kjellemo, Kristin Høiby, Karine Kålsås, 
Nina Therese Maubach 
On Skype: Inger-Ann Ulstein, Zlata Turkanovic, Jan Monteverde Haakonson 

Item PSGLOBAL  13/20  Approval of agenda  

Decision:  The agenda was approved 

Item PSGLOBAL 14/20  Minutes of meeting 1/20 

Decision: Minutes of the meeting was approved by e-mail, and re-confirmed 

at the meeting. 

Item PSGLOBAL 15/20  Updates from the administration 

RCN Main Strategy 

Kristin Danielsen informed about the RCN Main Strategy which is now 

adopted by the Executive Board.  English version will follow at a later stage. 

Measures related to the Covid 19 situation  

Bjørn Tore Kjellemo informed about the RCN measures related to the Covid-

19 situation.   

• Application deadline for 2020 is postponed by two weeks to 20 May 

• Application review process will still be completed before Xmas 2020 

• We encourage the new projects from 2019 to complete contracts and 

start asap. And are ready to be flexible and help projects 

• We encourage ongoing projects to speed up activity if they can, but are 

also flexible to changes and delays due to coronavirus situation 

• New allotment letter from MFA opens for NOK 100 mill to be targeted to 

research related to Covid-19 and challenges for LMICs 

• NOK 20 mill to be used to strengthen emergency call on Covid-19 

• NOK 20 mill to be used to strengthen global health call 
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• NOK 2 mill to be used on strategic institute project for the 

research institutes NUPI, CMI, PRIO and FNI 

• Up to NOK 56 mill to be used on international and coordinated 

efforts towards LMICs and follow-up on WHO roadmap for 

Covid-19 R&D 

• We participate in the GloPID-R network for funders and share 

information on our activities and initiatives in order to strengthen 

international coordination of efforts 

Global health 

Karine Kålsås informed about the three projects funded through the 

Emergency CV19 call and about the process for setting future thematic 

priorities for the Global Health activity. Portfolio board members were 

invited to join the dialogue meeting on 25 May. 

Yearly transfer of funds  

Kristin Høiby informed about the measures taken in order to reduce the 

yearly transfers from the budget items in the Global Development portfolio. 

These measures are: 

 Upscaling of the call for proposals 2020 

o 45 million kroner added to UTENRIKS 

o 30 million kroner added to NORGLOBAL2 

o 20 million kroner added to GLOBVAC 

 Additional funding of projects on waiting list – 2019 call 

o UTENRIKS -portfolio: National Values and Political Reforms in 

Post-Maidan Ukraine, project leader Geir Flikke, University 

of Oslo.  

o NORGLOBAL2-portfolio: The power of ideas: Muslim 

humanitarians and the SGs (HUMA), project leader Kaja 

Borchgrevink, PRIO.  
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Decision: The Board took note of the information given. 

Item PSGLOBAL 16/20  Observers to the Board, new regulations 

In connection with the transition to Portfolio Boards, it has been agreed 

through discussions with the Ministry of Education and Research and other 

ministries that the ministries are given the opportunity to appoint observers 

to the Portfolio Boards in cases where the Ministry is "a direct user of the 

research result or is a significant financier".  

In connection with the appointment of observers, The Ministry of Education 

and Research has drawn up guidelines for the observers.  The Research 

Council has found it necessary to clarify these guidelines through the 

following recommendations. 

1. The observers are granted access to all board papers on an equal footing 
with the portfolio board members, including documents relating to 
application processing and investment. The documents are made 
available to the observers in the same way as for ordinary board 
members. 

2. When preparing portfolio plans, observers may provide factual 
information related to anticipated future knowledge needs, information 
on possible changes in government policy and other information that 
may affect knowledge needs and the design of the portfolio plan.

3. Observers should show great restraint in discussions around decisions 
related to the investment plans.  Observers should not influence 
investment decisions. 

4. During the meetings, observers should sit with the Research Council's 
administration. This will help to clarify which of the participants are 
eligible decision makers. 

5. The observers' costs of attendance at meetings are covered by the 
ministries, including travel expenses.

Decision: The Board took note of the information given 

Item PSGLOBAL 17/20  Partnership Horison Europe 

The EU-Africa Global Health Partnership (EDCTP3), will be the successor of 

the European and Developing Countries Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP2). 

The EDCTP3 programme will continue to support the clinical development of 

new or improved diagnostics, drugs, vaccines and microbicides against 

HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, malaria, neglected infectious diseases (NIDs), 

diarrhoeal diseases, lower respiratory tract infections, and emerging and re-

emerging infections affecting sub-Saharan Africa (such as Ebola and yellow 

fever). New elements in the third phase of the programme are antimicrobial 
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resistance (AMR), the influence of climate change on infectious disease 

threats and an increased focus on global health security.  

The last years an increasing number of Norwegian researchers have been 

involved in applications to the EDCTP, there has also been a trend towards 

more Norwegian researchers receiving funding from EDCTP. In 2019 a 

Norwegian institution was awarded funding as a coordinator of an EDCTP 

project for the first time. This project builds on results from a previous 

project funded by GLOBVAC. National funding to maintain and strengthen 

Norwegian capacity on global health research is essential to secure the 

participation of Norwegian researchers in EDCTP3, and to maintain Norway's 

obligations towards the partnership.  

Decision: The Board took note of the information given, and will support an 

ambition for Norwegian participation on the EU-Africa Global Health 

Partnership, given that such participation also will benefit Norwegian global 

health research.  The Board also underlines that this is conditioned to the 

realization of a national commitment to research on global health and 

cannot be seen independently of it. Such a commitment is not yet in place. 

The Board asked that the Board-papers in the future gives a better insight 

into to pro and cons of the matter at hand.

Item PSGLOBAL 18/20  Portfolio plan  

The portfolio plan for Global Development is a strategic document which 

states the overall goals and ambitions for the research funding activities 

within the portfolio board.   The portfolio plan recommended by the 

Portfolio Board will be presented to the Executive board for adoption in June 

2020. 

Following the discussion of draft two of the Portfolio plan in February, there 

have been two rounds of input from the portfolio board members. Initially 

one set out to establish thematic priorities that would cut across sub-

portfolios (e.g. programmes). Seeing how difficult this ambition has turned 

out to realise, the thematic priorities are now placed into two pillars: 

International Relations and Global Development.  

The Board members agreed to try to shorten the Portfolio Plan as it was 

presented to the Board at this meeting.  A common view was expressed that 

as a strategic document it should be of a more overall character, with less 

statements and detailed description of the thematic scope of the Portfolio.  

An emphasis on the uncertainty the world is dealing with and what kind of 

research is needed was suggested as was a mission statement.  

The administration will do its best to follow the Boards suggestions and 

underlined at the same time that it will be possible to revise the document 
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later this year/early next year in order to follow up on the possible 

shortcomings of the version sent to the Executive Board. 

Decision:  An updated version of the Portfolio Plan, based on comments given 

at the meeting and written suggestions received by the end of 21 May, will 

be the version sent to the RCN Executive Board for approval.  

Furthermore, the Board decided to ask the RCN Executive Board to approve a 

change of name of the portfolio into Portfolio for Global Development and 

International Relations (shortname GLOBAL).  

Item PSGLOBAL 19/20  Call for proposals, NORGLOBAL networks 2020 

In order to strengthen dialogue and information sharing between 
researchers, research institutions and users of research in Norway and 
internationally, The Research Council proposes to launch a call for Networks 
on International Development Research under the NORGLOBAL2-
programme.  

The overall budget of the call will be up to 20 million kroner. Each network 
can be supported with an annual budget of up to 2 million kroner for a 
period of 3-4 years. The applicants must contribute with at least 25 % of 
their own funding for the project budget. 

The call will make use of the application type Coordination and Support 

Activities. Approved Norwegian research organisations are eligible for 

applying for funds. 

Taking into account the thematic priorities of the NORGLOBAL2-programme, 

and the balancing of the portfolio, the call will seek to establish networks 

within the thematic areas that are not sufficiently covered by the 2018-call. 

NORGLOBAL2 is already funding networks on the thematic areas of peace 

operations and humanitarian efforts, as well as a network on Asian studies. 

Decision: The Board approved the call text for NORGLOBAL on Networks on 

international development, limited to the following thematic areas: 

- Education 

- Skills and employment 

- Tax and illicit financial flows in developing countries 

- Environment and the Oceans. 

Item PSGLOBAL 20/20  Any other business 

Decision: December meeting of the Portfolio Board will be held on the 7-8 

December in Oslo. 

Item PSGLOBAL 21/20  Approval of Decision protocol 
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Decision: The Board approved the decision protocol by e-mail.


