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Portfolio Board – Global Development

Minutes of 

meeting 
Meeting 1/2020

Date 5 February,  from 09.00 – 14.30

Place Research Council of Norway, meeting room Bonnevie 5

Participation 

Present:  Kim Traavik, Fanny Duckert, Christopher Cramer, Nynke van der Broek, Elise 
Must, Camilla Tenna Nørup Sørensen, Annelies Zoomers,  
On Skype: Peter Smith 

Not present: Isabell Schierenbeck; Rainer-Elk Anders 

Observers:  Marianne van der Wel 

Item PSGLOBAL 1/20  Approval of agenda  

Decision:  The agenda was approved 

Item PSGLOBAL 2/20  Minutes of meeting 3/19 

Decision: Minutes of meeting was approved by e-mail, and confirmed  

during the meeting. 

Item PSGLOBAL 3/20  Updates from the administration 

Global health funding 

The Research Council has received positive signals from the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Health and Care Services about funding of 

a new activity on global health research. So far, an annual budget of 50 

MNOK over a ten-year period has been indicated.  This information is 

however to be confirmed in writing and is confidential until further notice. 

Decision: The Board took note  of the information.  

Revision of NORRUSS Pluss programme document 

Kristin Høiby informed about the need to revise and rename the NORRUSS 

Pluss work programme.  The new document will be of the same format as 

the Scientific and thematic priorities documents for Asia in a Time of Change 

and Europe in Transition, thus making the three underlying documents to the 

UTENRIKS work programme more alike. 

Decision: The revision of the NORRUSS Pluss work program into Scientific and 

thematic priorities for the High North, Russia and Eastern Europe  was 

approved. 

In addition,  the Board asked for a map showing the document hierarchy of 

the Portfolios governing documents. 
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New procedures for refund of travel expenses 

Information was given on the RCN online registration and refund system of 

travel expenses. 

Decision:  The Board took note of the information. 

 Item PSGLOBAL 4/20  Roadmap for Research Infrastructure 

Siri Lader Bruhn from the RCN informed about National priorities for 

Research Infrastructure and the  process of updating the Norwegian 

Roadmap for Research Infrastructure. 

The Portfolio Board was invited to comment on the roadmap, both related to 

the version that will be launched in April 2020, but also on the forthcoming 

revisions.  The Portfolio Plan could also contain some strategies on how the 

Portfolio could use this mechanism. 

Decision: The Board took note of the information and will revert to this at a 

later stage. 

Item PSGLOBAL 5/20  NORGLOBAL 2, revision of work programme 

Inger-Ann Ulstein thanked the members of the Portfolio Board for their 

contributions to the revised work programme for NORGLOBAL2. 

Decision: The revised work programme was approved by e-mail prior to the 

Board meeting. 

Item PSGLOBAL 6/20  Call for proposals 2020 

The final call texts for NORGLOBAL2, UTENRIKS and Global Health were 

presented to the Board.   The board had a short discussion on criteria and 

requirements across different call texts, and asked the administration to 

facilitate a broader discussion on this in a future board meeting. 

Decision: The Board approved the call text for Global health as it was 

presented.  The Call texts for NORGLOBAL2 and UTENRIKS were taken note of 

as they are in accordance with the decisions made  in PSGLOBAL 3/2019.  The 

Board asked for a minor adjustment on the UTENRIKS call on adding the 

relevance criteria on inter- and multi-disciplinary research. 

The Board looks forward to a discussion around the requirements both 

thematic and structural for the next call for proposals in 2021. 

Item PSGLOBAL 7/20  GLOBVAC – participation in The European & Developing Countries  

                    Clinical Trials Partnership (EDCTP)

 The Board were given preliminary information about process and priority 

areas  of the new EDCTP3 programme and partnership. 

Decision: The Board took note of the information.   
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Item PSGLOBAL 8/20  The main strategy of RCN

The Board discussed the outline of the main strategy based on the  

preliminary translation. Kim Traavik, the chair of the Global Development 

Portfolio Board suggested that the name of the Portfolio does not reflect the 

security and international relations aspects of the portfolio and should 

therefore be changed.   

Other comments from the board members were taken note of for the chair 

to voice at the upcoming Portfolio board leaders meeting at the RCN. Further 

written comments from the Board members on the RCN strategy will be 

forwarded to the administration by the 12th March. 

Decision: The Board took note of the information and agreed that the chair 

should raise the question to the Executive Board of the RCN of renaming the 

Portfolio in order to reflect both the international relations aspect as well as 

that of global development.    

Item PSGLOBAL 9/20  The Global Development Portfolio plan  

The Board discussed the second draft of the portfolio plan with focus on 

what should be the main goals and societal impact of the Portfolios activities. 

The need to cover more fully the range of areas of which the portfolio is 

composed, including foreign and security policy, was highlighted in this 

regard. 

Decision:  The administration will forward a third draft of the portfolio plan to 

the board members.  A deadline of 2 weeks will be set for comments and 

suggestions.

Item PSGLOBAL 10/20  The annual meeting for chairs of RCN Portfolio Boards  

The Board members discussed the experiences of their work and functioning 

so far and the board members brought several items to the chair’s attention.  

Item PSGLOBAL 11/20  Any other business 

The Board discussed the meeting plan for Q3 and Q4 2020 and agreed that 

due to the two days meeting in Tromsø on the 6-8th May, the meeting in the 

third quarter should either be on Skype or urgent matters could be handled 

by e-mail. 

Decision: The third meeting of the Portfolio Board will be held in Oslo on 

December 2-3 or alt. 7-8. 

Item PSGLOBAL 12/20   Approval of Decision protocol 

Decision: The decision protocol was approved. 


