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Purpose
The purpose of this application type is to develop new knowledge and generate research competence needed by society or
the business sector to address important societal challenges. The projects are to encourage and support collaboration
between research organisations and stakeholders from outside the research sector that represent societal and/or industry
needs for knowledge and research competence.

Important dates
September 2020: All templates will be available for download
16 Dec 2020: Date call is made active
17 Feb 2021: Application submission deadline
June 2021: The projects awarded funding will be announced
01 Jul 2021: Earliest permitted project start
01 Dec 2021:
Latest permitted project start. Projects not started by this date may lose the funding they were awarded.

30 Nov 2025: Latest permitted project completion
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About the call for proposals
Funding in the amount of NOK 1.1 billion is available for Collaborative Projects to meet Societal
and Industry-related Challenges. The call encompasses several thematic areas, which will be
described separately below, and we are accepting applications for both basic and applied
research activities. Applicants are to select the thematic area their project targets in the
application form.
Applicants are advised to consult the Guide for Applicants for answers to various questions
related to this application type. Please pay particular attention to the description of what a
partner is and which roles we operate with in the application type Collaborative and Knowledgebuilding Project.
Please note that you may not be the project manager for more than one application submitted for
either a Collaborative Project to meet Societal and Industry-related Challenges (this call),
a Knowledge-building Project for Industry, a Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal,
a Researcher Project for Young Research Talents or a Three-year Researcher Project with
International Mobility with an application deadline of either 10 or 17 February 2021.
Webinar for applicants - see recording and download the presentation from the webinar here, the
webinar is in Norwegian, but the presentation is also available in English (the link opens in a new
window).
The Norwegian-language call for proposals is the legally binding version.

Who is eligible to apply?

The call is open to approved research organisations in binding cooperation with relevant actors
from public sector entities, non-governmental organisations, trade and industry and/or other
private organisations.

Who can participate in the project?
Requirements relating to the Project Owner
The research organisation listed as the Project Owner in the grant application must have
approved the submission of the grant application to the Research Council. The application must
be aligned with the Project Owner’s strategies.
Requirements relating to the project manager
You must have an approved doctorate or equivalent qualifications before the date of the
application submission deadline. If you do not have an approved doctorate but are qualified at
associate professorship level or have current or previous employment in a position as forsker 1
(research professor), forsker 2 (senior researcher) or seniorforsker (senior researcher), you are also
qualified. The roles of project manager and project administrator in the project may not be filled
by the same individual.
You can only be the project manager for one application submitted for either a Collaborative
Project to meet Societal and Industry-related Challenges (this call), a Knowledge-building Project
for Industry, a Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal, a Researcher Project for Young Research
Talents or a Three-year Researcher Project with International Mobility with an application
deadline of either 10 or 17 February 2021.
Requirements relating to partners
Projects are to be carried out by one or more research organisations in binding cooperation
with relevant actors from public sector entities, non-governmental organisations, Norwegian
trade and industry and/or other private organisations.
The grant application must describe how the project incorporates the strategic objectives of
all the partners.
All project partners are required to take active part in planning and following up the project
as well as in disseminating project results and promoting the utilisation of new knowledge.
The project must involve at least two Norwegian partners that are not research
organisations.
The project proposal must describe how the knowledge developed under the project will be
of benefit to wider user groups. The project must not involve contract research carried out
for individual companies.
Projects are to have a steering committee or reference group comprising representatives
from the project partners.
A minimum requirement has been specified under each thematic area for how much of the
project budget the partners’ costs combined must comprise. This share must be based on
the project partners’ actual costs in the project (hourly fees and other costs – see how to
calculate hourly rates here). Cash contributions are not expected, and such contributions
cannot compensate for the partners’ required share of the project costs. Only non-research
organisations are included in this requirement for participation.
Companies from outside Norway may participate as partners in the project. Any costs to be
incurred by collaborating companies from outside Norway that are not research
organisations are not to be entered into the budget, and will not be included as part of the
minimum requirement for partners’ participation. See the guide for more information about
partners from outside Norway.
The extent to which project partners who are not approved research organisations, are
eligible to receive support from the Research Council to cover their project costs, or whether
they must cover their own costs, will be specified under each thematic area. A project
participant may not be assigned more than one role in the project. This means that a subcontractor for the project may not have the role of Project Owner or partner in one and the
same project.

What can you seek funding for?
You will find detailed and important information about what to enter in the project budget on our
website.
The minimum amount of funding that may be sought is NOK 4 million.
Applicants may seek funding to cover actual costs that are necessary for the execution of the
project. Costs to be incurred by project partners are to be entered into the budget along the same
lines as costs to the Project Owner. When the Research Council’s funding is used to cover project
partners’ costs, the state aid rules set out certain limitations relating to the undertakings
involved.
Any costs to be incurred by collaborating companies from outside Norway that are research
organisations are to be entered in the budget and can be covered by the Research Council's
grant. Any costs to be incurred by other actors from outside Norway are not to be entered in the
budget. Funding will not be granted to cover these costs. Non-Norwegian actors’ role in the
project and the costs they are to incur must be clearly described in the project description
(section 3.2). See also the Guide for Applicants for more information about project participation
by non-Norwegian partners.
If the project includes doctoral and post-doctoral research fellowships and there are concrete
plans in place for research stays abroad for the fellowship-holders, funding for these stays may
be included in the grant application. The Research Council has also issued a separate call for
funding for Research Stays Abroad for Doctoral and Post-doctoral Fellows. The project manager
may seek funding under that call if plans for research stays abroad for research fellows affiliated
with the project emerge later in the project period. Read more about this scheme here.
Conditions for funding
The Research Council funding is only to go to the non-economic activity of the research
organisations in the form of independent research. The Research Council requires a clear
separation of accounts for the organisation’s economic and non-economic activities.
The project is to be implemented by means of effective collaboration, as defined in the state aid
rules.
This call for proposals constitutes a funding scheme that is notified to the EFTA Surveillance
Authority.
When an undertaking receives support to cover a portion of its project costs as a partner in the
project, this support must be awarded in accordance with Article 25 of the General Block
Exemption Regulation for state aid (Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014). This funding
scheme is to be practiced in compliance with the EEA state aid rules. Conditions and concepts
are to be interpreted in keeping with corresponding conditions and concepts in the state aid
rules. In the event of conflict between the text of the call and the state aid rules, the latter shall
have precedence. The text of the call may be adjusted for this same reason.
This call is approved as a funding scheme by the EFTA Surveillance Authority (ESA) in aid
reference 32/2019/R&D&I under the General Block Exemption Regulation.
The state aid rules set clear limitations on the aid intensity that may be granted to these
companies, depending on enterprise size and the type of activity to be carried out. Projects
recommended for funding will be required to provide additional information about the project
and the project partners to ensure that the project is carried out in compliance with state aid
rules.
If the project is awarded funding, the Project Owner is to draw up collaboration agreements with
all of the Norwegian and international partners in the project. The collaboration agreement is to
regulate the reciprocal rights and obligations of the Project Owner and partners in the
project and ensure the integrity and independence of the research. It is also to ensure that no
participating undertaking receives indirect state aid from a research organisation serving as
Project Owner or partner. The agreement must therefore include conditions for the collaboration
which ensure compliance with paragraph 28 of the EFTA Surveillance Authority’s guidelines for
state aid for research and development and innovation.

Research results are to be made accessible through sharing and publication in line with the
Research Council’s Policy for Open Science.
The Research Council’s requirements relating to allocation and disbursement of support are set
out in the General Terms and Conditions for R&D Projects. Projects awarded funding under this
call are required to submit an annual project account report documenting incurred project costs
and their financing.

Archiving of research data
The Project Owner (company/research organisation) is responsible for selecting which archiving
solution(s) to use for storing research data generated during the project. The Project Owner must
specify the planned solution(s) in connection with the revised grant proposal.
Research results are to be made accessible through sharing and publication in line with the
Research Council’s Policy on Open Science.

Requirements relating to medical and health-related
studies involving human participants
The Research Council stipulates special Requirements and guidelines for registration and
disclosure of medical and health-related studies involving human participants.

Relevant thematic areas for this call
The topics encompassed under this call are grouped into the thematic areas below. Special
requirements and guidelines are detailed under each topic and will be emphasised when
assessing the applications. This information will be updated over the course of October and
November 2020.

Cross-cutting topics
Land under pressure

Sustainable food systems

Circular economy

NOK 135 million for research on Land under pressure
Share

Along with climate change, how we use and manage our land and natural
diversity is one of the biggest challenges we need to solve in order to
achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. The loss and degradation of
habitats and natural environments due to increased human activities poses
a threat to species and natural diversity, as well as ecosystem functions and
natural assets, both globally and nationally. Climate-smart land use,
conservation and restoration of natural environments and ecosystems on
land, and in coastal areas and oceans are essential to meet Norway’s
environmental targets and address the climate crisis.
Society requires land for different purposes including transport, industry,
energy, agriculture, leisure and housing. At the same time, we have an
obligation and need to conserve, manage and restore nature. This entails
challenges and conflicts in land-use policy, but also the potential for
innovation and development of knowledge-based solutions as the basis for
ecosystem-based management.
The causes behind loss and degradation of land are complex, and the
challenges must be resolved across sectors and disciplines. More

interdisciplinary collaboration between research groups and greater
involvement from relevant user groups are essential in this work.
Funding is available for projects that generate knowledge for sustainable
land-use management in Norway, including in polar areas, where
environment and climate considerations are prioritised. The knowledge will
form the basis for innovative solutions for sustainable use, protection and
development, both now and going forward. We are seeking research
projects targeting terrestrial, limnic and marine areas and/or a combination
of these.
Land-use challenges touch on many thematic areas and the intersection
between them:
Loss of natural diversity
Measures to stimulate ecosystem-based management and sustainable
societal and business development
Interaction between conserving nature and climate benefits on land, in
the coastal zone and offshore
Change processes in polar areas that challenge the geopolitical stability
Striking a balance between different societal considerations and the
grounds for knowledge-based decision-making in the transition to a lowemission society
Innovative solutions that promote the green transition and reduce the
negative impacts of energy plants and infrastructure
Development of sustainable and bio-based food production
The business and public sectors’ use of land, natural diversity and
resources within the planet’s tolerance limits
Sufficient knowledge basis for managing natural diversity and cultural
environments
Projects relevant for funding must answer at least one of the following
priority research challenges related to ‘Land under pressure’:
Consequences of land use
Weighing of interests, conflicts and decision-making processes in society
and in the population
Innovative solutions that address climate and natural diversity for
sustainable social development, infrastructure and industry
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will
prioritise applications that:
Satisfy the research challenges set out in the call
Fall within the thematic areas with an emphasis on the intersection
between them
Include cross-sector research questions and collaboration
Have clear user participation (cf. ‘Requirements relating to partners’ in
the joint call for proposals)
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.

We allow some variation in the scope and duration of the project. Priority
will be given to projects that cover the breadth of disciplines that fall under
this call while also supplementing existing/ongoing projects in order to
achieve a balanced portfolio within the area ‘Land under pressure’.
Contacts
Linda Jarrett

lja@forskningsradet.no

Johannes Holmen

joho@forskningsradet.no

Marte Qvenild

mq@forskningsradet.no

Anicke Brandt-Kjelsen

anb@forskningsradet.no

Jon L. Fuglestad

jlf@forskningsradet.no

Ingvild Marthinsen

ima@forskningsradet.no

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Land-based food, the
environment and bioresources
Portfolio plan for Climate and polar research
Portfolio plan for Energy, transport and low
emissions

NOK 125 million for sustainable food systems of future proof
Share

A total of NOK 150 million is available for Researcher Projects or
Collaborative and Knowledge-building Projects within this topic.
To halt global warming, greenhouse gases must be reduced and food
production must be better geared to the changing climate as well as to
reducing the loss of biodiversity. Food systems contribute considerable to
greenhouse gas emissions and have a direct impact on the loss of
biodiversity on a global scale.
Our food systems give us access to healthy and nutritious food, but Norway
nonetheless has the highest occurrence of obesity and overweight in the
Nordics. By transforming our food systems, we can help to ensure an
economic, social and public health, climate-related and environmental
foundation for future proof.
Funding is available for projects that will contribute to long-term
sustainable food systems, promote competitive Norwegian industry and
play a role in transforming food systems to operate within the planet's level
of tolerance.
The goal of the topic is to generate knowledge about how the different parts
of food systems work together, and which parts can and should be
transformed. The projects can cover marine and/or land-based food
production.
To be eligible for funding, the application must:
Address the interaction between different parts of one food system

and/or between different food systems
Take a future-oriented approach to finding a sustainable solution that
encompasses the bigger picture rather than one type of production
See food systems in conjunction with biodiversity and environmental
assets, climate and public health
Discuss how knowledge-based solutions can provide more sustainable
and innovative production methods
Be based on system thinking

System thinking is a holistic approach to the analysis of how a system’s
constituent parts interrelate, and how they work over time and within the
context of larger systems.
Scaling up new knowledge is also essential in order to address the barriers
that exist in today’s systems. System thinking is often related to responsible
research and innovation (RRI). Co-creation and learning that involves the
population and users is also a key aspect.
System thinking and RRI require new approaches to knowledge production.
It is therefore necessary to integrate aspects such as public health, nature,
climate and societal perspectives. This requires cooperation across sectors
and stakeholders. For example, hunger, obesity, pollution, loss of
biodiversity, antibiotics use, pesticides, greenhouse gas emissions, climate
change, land-use conflicts, animal welfare etc. are always interrelated.
Priority will be given to projects based on system thinking that include lifecycle analyses, as well as projects that adopt a national role and involve a
broad scope of actors in the relevant food systems.
In the assessment of the relevance criterion, we will also place
emphasis on:
The description of sub-goals under the UN Sustainable Development
Goals the project addresses
Interdisciplinarity across all disciplines and technologies
RRI
Life-cycle analyses
Recruitment positions
International cooperation
We seek to achieve a wide range of topics and approaches/application
types among the projects recommended for funding based on the
guidelines set out in the call for proposals.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
The recommended budget framework per project is NOK 10-30 million.
Contacts
Trond Einar Pedersen

tep@forskningsradet.no

+4791642920

Ingrid Lomelde

ilo@forskningsradet.no

+4792284074

Christian Wexels Riser

cwr@forskningsradet.no

+4794535385

Kjell Emil Naas

ken@forskningsradet.no

+4790165701

Eli Ragna Tærum

et@forskningsradet.no

+4795898412

Torbjørg Øyslebø

toe@forskningsradet.no

+4795279820

Mona Gravningen Rygh

mgr@forskningsradet.no

+4797630301

Jacob Edward Wang

jew@forskningsradet.no

+4793282102

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal

NOK 70 million for research on the circular economy
Share

Funding is available for research on the circular economy that targets one or
more of the four areas; plastic, circular bioeconomy, consumption and
framework conditions. A total of NOK 100 million is available, distributed
between two calls for proposals: the one you are currently reading and
Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal. Applicants are to select a call
based on whether it is necessary or useful to have partners from outside
academia. The calls are co-funded by the Norwegian Retailers’ Environment
Fund, and NOK 20 million is earmarked for projects concerning plastic.
The vast majority of the resources used in the world today are only used
once. In addition to the negative impact this has on natural diversity and
the environment, our current resource extraction and processing generates
major greenhouse gas emissions. The goal of a circular economy is to keep
resources in circulation for as long as possible. The transition to a circular
economy will require extensive reorganisation, including in resource
extraction, business models, production patterns and consumer habits.
To be relevant for funding, projects must target one or more of the four
areas detailed below and contribute to knowledge building for Norwegian
conditions.

Plastic
To resolve the environmental and climate challenges plastic consumption
creates, we need knowledge and innovation on several fronts. More
knowledge is needed about consumer patterns and policy instruments that
can lead to changed behaviour. Products must be designed that tolerate
prolonged utilisation and reuse, and which can subsequently be broken
down into their components in order to be repaired, re-utilised and
eventually, go to material recovery. At the same time, we must develop
technology that allows for a greater degree of material recovery of plastics
than is currently the case. It is also necessary to gain an overview of harmful
substances in plastic and to find methods of removing them. To increase
the use of recycled plastic, more technical insight is required into its
properties, as well as a better understanding of what requirements industry
actors make of the material.
Circular bioeconomy
More knowledge is needed about renewable and circular alternatives that
can advance the transition from fossil to renewable carbon for all organic
chemicals and materials, including plastic. Bioeconomy encompasses all

sustainable, efficient and profitable production, utilisation and refinement
of renewable biological resources for food, feed, ingredients, health
products, energy, materials, chemicals, fibre and other products. Crosssector knowledge is also required to enable industrial symbiosis by using
residual raw materials from one industry as a resource in another. All use of
biological resources leaves environmental footprints. More knowledge is
therefore required to develop bio-based industries within sustainable
frameworks, with minimal negative impact on the environment, climate and
ecosystems.

Consumption
Our current high level of consumption makes it challenging to achieve a
circular economy. We need to know more about which factors influence
consumer attitudes and choices, and what can contribute to lower and
more responsible consumption. Knowledge is also required about how the
design of products, services and systems can facilitate sustainable
behaviour, for example the establishment of rental and sharing services. We
also need to know more about how we can encourage recycling and reuse,
including by facilitating product repairs and by changes in consumer
behaviour. It is important to base assessments of environmental and
climate impact on a life-cycle perspective, and to investigate the roles and
responsibilities of different actors in this life-cycle, such as politicians,
producers, consumers etc.
Framework conditions
Knowledge is required on how framework conditions in the form of laws,
regulations and other policy instruments (e.g. taxation, fees, subsidies and
producer liability) can facilitate circular resource utilisation and more use of
recycled/secondary raw materials, and make circular business models
more competitive. Little dialogue within and between value chains and
disciplines has been identified as a challenge in this respect. We therefore
seek more knowledge about these cross-sector challenges within all of the
three areas described above.
On the basis of the descriptions above, the application is to address
one or more of the following research challenges:
How can new technology lead to increased material recovery of plastic?
How can recycled plastic replace virgin plastic to a greater extent?
How can the bioeconomy contribute to an environmental- and climatefriendly circular economy?
How can the consumption of resources (including plastic) be reduced by
e.g. new circular business models, sharing services, greener product
design and/or changes in consumer behaviour?
How can framework conditions be adapted to pave the way for a circular
economy?
When a mark is awarded for the application’s relevance, we will assess how
well it addresses the thematic areas and research challenges described
above.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research environments and project partners. The partners’
overall contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other
project costs are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total
costs. These contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions
from the same partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.

The call for proposals is co-financed with the Norwegian Retailers’
Environment Fund, which thereby has an advisory role in the
recommendation of applications concerning plastic, and will be given
access to the applications that qualify for funding within this topic. The
Research Council assumes that all project participants read the call and
are aware of the potential disclosure of confidential information to the
Norwegian Retailers’ Environment Fund. On submission of the
application, the project administrator guarantees that all project
participants consent to any confidential information in the application
being shared with the Norwegian Retailers’ Environment Fund. The
Norwegian Retailers’ Environment Fund is subject to a duty of
confidentiality in relation to information it receives.
Contacts
Brage Kjeldby

bkj@forskningsradet.no

+4798025982

Inger Austrem

ina@forskningsradet.no

+4747076646

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Land-based food, the
environment and bioresources
Portfolio plan for Climate and polar research

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal

Democracy, administration and renewal
Innovation in the municipal sector

Field of planning research

NOK 24 million for research on innovation in the municipal sector
Share

Funding will go to research that elucidates and increases our understanding
of innovation work in municipalities and county authorities. The projects
should focus on specific challenges and needs relating to the municipalities’
innovation work, and clearly reflect the municipal partners’ experiences and
challenges.
The research should contribute to knowledge that can be used by the
municipalities themselves in their innovation work, as well as by politicians,
the government administration and other social actors. The research should
also contribute to building strong research groups.
We welcome projects in the three areas described below:

Innovation processes in municipalities
The Research Council is seeking to develop knowledge and research
competence related to municipal innovation processes, from the first
innovation phase through the utilisation of results with the ensuing benefits,

as well as all elements underlying the process. Relevant research questions
include
implementation of the innovation process;
which stakeholders are involved and how;
leadership competence;
project management competence;
innovation competence;
which barriers and drivers determine whether a municipality succeeds
with its innovation processes.

Realisation of innovations and benefits
The Research Council is seeking to develop knowledge and research
competence related to how municipalities can reap the benefits of
innovation efforts by employing new knowledge and solutions. A number of
effective tools for project implementation and realisation of benefits in
municipalities are available, but few of these are adapted for use with
innovation projects. Relevant research questions include
steps municipalities take to realise benefits;
how they use relevant project and innovation tools;
how they include various stakeholders;
roles and leadership at the municipal level;
and the strategic basis for, and ownership of, innovation activity and
new solutions.

Sharing of innovations
The Research Council is seeking to develop knowledge and research
competence regarding how innovations can be scaled and shared
effectively among municipalities. It can be difficult for the municipalities
carrying out an innovation project to deploy additional resources to ensure
that other municipalities will be able to draw on the results. It is also
challenging for those municipalities seeking to adopt innovations
developed elsewhere to identify these and get help in generating
comparable benefits locally. There is a large potential for communicating
and sharing new solutions that remains untapped. Relevant research
questions include
which communication methods are the most effective;
how the municipality’s expertise and learning capacity can be used to
expand sharing;
the barriers and drivers related to sharing;
the roles of the sharing entity and the recipient;
the part that digital solutions may have to play within this framework.
As a minimum, projects should include issues relating to one of the three
thematic areas. It will be relevant to consider actors, roles, competence
challenges, and barriers and drivers relating to all three thematic areas.
Priority will be given to:
projects that incorporate multiple research organisations as partners;
projects involving partnerships between more than one
municipality/county;
projects with activities related to communicating and sharing results
with municipalities .
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:

Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Contacts
Marte-Eline Stryken

mes@forskningsradet.no

+4793411289

Erna Wenche Østrem

ewo@forskningsradet.no

+4790653634

NOK 25 million for research in the field of planning
Share

Funding will go to research in the field of planning. Research activities must
help to expand the knowledge base needed for planning under the Planning
and Building Act with the aim of promoting sustainable societal
development. Projects that shed light on the importance of the legislative
instruments in the planning part of the Act are of particular interest. Projects
are to illuminate and enhance understanding of how different societal
interests, sector-based legislation and market mechanisms work together
and in conflict with one another, and the impacts of this on physical
planning. Efficiency and implementation capacity in planning activities are
essential. Research is to help to generate knowledge that can be used by
politicians, government administrators and other stakeholders in society.
Research activities are to promote the building of strong scientific
communities and add high-quality, long-term, broad-based competence to
researcher training. Research activities are to further develop the
knowledge obtained under the EVAPLAN project funded under the DEMOS
programme, as well as from other relevant planning research. One objective
of the research is to strengthen educational programmes and institutions in
the field of planning, and to incorporate relevant educational institutions
into the research activities.
Funding is available for projects within four main thematic areas.
Applicants also have the opportunity to propose additional sub-areas of
relevance within the scope of the field of planning. There is no order of
priority between these thematic areas or the bullet points under them.

The Planning and Building Act: development and use of the Act’s
legislative room to manoeuvre and need for new instruments
Legislative instruments relating to the planning levels, land-use
purposes, zones requiring special consideration, planning provisions and
guidelines;
The interaction between instruments at the national, regional and
municipal levels;
Prerequisites for transformation and high-quality urban densification;
Interaction between and development of instruments;
The Planning and Building Act as coordinating legislation and how it
relates to relevant sectoral legislation;

Effects of digitalisation on important considerations in the Planning and
Building Act and the act’s impact on the potential for digitalisation of
planning activities;

Planning and markets: efficiency and implementation capacity in
planning
Interaction between the municipality and markets, the business sector,
ownership interests and various societal interests;
The relationship between social planning, physical planning and
financial planning – short- and long-term impacts;
Interaction between municipalities and different stakeholders – the role
of negotiation- and agreement-based processes;
The role of geodata, ownership information and digital tools in planning.

The UN Sustainable Development Goals: the role of planning in
following up relevant goals
How environmental, climate-related, economic and social
considerations may be emphasised and unified;
Innovative ways to implement the UN Sustainable Development Goals
through planning activities;
Importance of the knowledge base for the design of indicators and
performance achievement.

The competency base for planning: factors that affect social and landuse planning and competency requirements among different
stakeholders.
Current status of competence and capacity in the public and private
sectors within planning, maps and geodata;
Development of relevant public-sector competence in planning through
innovation, external stakeholders or collaborative schemes;
The role of digitalisation and automation for competence development in
the field of planning and geodata.
Projects are expected to include relevant national, Nordic and/or other
international partners from the research sector.
Priority will be given to:
projects that strengthen educational programmes and institutions in the
field of planning and incorporate relevant educational institutions into
the research activities;
projects involving doctoral fellowship positions.
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Projects can apply for a maximum of NOK 10 million in support from the
Research Council of Norway.

Contact
Janike Harsheim

jh@forskningsradet.no

+4748005132

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Democracy, administration and
renewal

Energy, transport and low emissions
Transport and mobility

CO2 capture and storage

NOK 60 million to transport and mobility research
Share

Funding will go to projects that contribute to environmentally friendly, safe
and efficient transport and mobility. We also welcome projects that will
contribute to more cost efficient planning, building and maintenance of
infrastructure and transport services. The projects should also contribute to
increased research collaboration, nationally and internationally.
Relevant projects
Projects that are eligible for funding within this topic must fall under at least
one of the following three thematic areas:
an innovative transport system that makes use of new technology or
business models
a sustainable transport system that contributes to lower greenhouse gas
emissions and less pollution of the local environment
a transport system for forward-looking development of cities and
regions.
The areas are described in more detail in the portfolio plan / work
programme for Transport 2025.
The call is targeted towards transportation of goods and passenger traffic
in all four modes of transport: road, rail, sea and air.
The call does not apply to offshore operations, fisheries and technology
development relating to the maritime sector that are not directly linked to
transportation of goods and/or passenger traffic.
Projects relating to the development of environmentally friendly energy in
transport such as batteries, hydrogen and biofuels will not be eligible for
funding under this call.
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will place
special consideration on:
projects designed to promote environmentally friendly, safe and efficient
transport and mobility as well as projects that will contribute to more
efficient use or resources in the planning, building and maintenance of
infrastructure and transport services;
relates to at least one of the three thematic areas. It must be clear which

(s) of the areas the application is aimed at.
has international and national research collaboration. The collaboration
must be described in the application and appear in the project's
budgets
We will prioritise projects that have a high quality of research, and in order
to contribute to building capacity in the area of transport and mobility, we
will, with equal quality of applications, prioritise projects that include PhD
or postdoctoral positions.
Projects can apply for a maximum of NOK 12 million in support from the
Research Council of Norway.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10% of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Contacts
Marie Knutsdotter Sollien
Haugå

mkh@forskningsradet.no

+4799416628

Mette Brest Jonassen

mbjo@forskningsradet.no

+4795180531

Wenche Finanger

wfi@forskningsradet.no

+4793431115

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Energy, transport and low
emissions
Work programme for TRANSPORT

NOK 22 million for carbon capture and storage
Share

Funding is available for projects that generate knowledge in the field of CO2
capture and storage (CCS). A total of NOK 45 million is available for this
topic, distributed between two calls for proposals. The quality of the
applications submitted will determine how the funding will be distributed
between the two application types.
The applications must be within the topics described in the CLIMIT
Programme plan.
Applications for projects that address the following topics are particularly
encouraged:
Hydrogen combined with CO2 capture and storage
Biomass combined with CO2 capture and storage, often referred to as

BECCS (Bio Energy with CO2Capture and Storage)
Projects that contribute results that are directly applicable to benefit
realisation in the full-scale Longship project(link opens in a new window)
We will emphasise applications that include
Recruitment positions
Interdisciplinary collaboration
Use of ECCSEL’s research infrastructure
The points above will be taken into account in the assessment of the
application’s relevance.
Applications for Knowledge-building Projects for Industry will be prioritised
above applications for Collaborative Project to meet Societal and Industryrelated Challenges if the quality of the applications is otherwise equal.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Contacts
Aage Stangeland

ast@forskningsradet.no

+4795822903

Åse Slagtern

asl@forskningsradet.no

+4793059481

Relevant plans

CLIMIT Programme plan

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Knowledge-building Project for Industry
Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal

Global development and international relations
Taxation and illicit financial flows

NOK 30 million for research on taxation and illicit financial flows
Share

Funding is available for research on taxation and illicit financial flows with

the purpose of contributing to international development, reducing
poverty and achieving sustainable development. The projects must
generate knowledge and understanding of the topic, be relevant to
Norwegian development policy and contribute to achieving Sustainable
Development Goals. Project applications must target the topic ‘Taxation’
and the geographic focus areas described in the NORGLOBAL2 work
programme.
Project applications must include international partners. At least one
partner must be from a developing country.
We will prioritise applications that include:
A high degree of international collaboration and several partners from
developing countries, in line with the guidelines in the NORGLOBAL2 work
programme.
Focus on one or more of the 16 partner countries for Norwegian
development cooperation
A description of how research results will be communicated to key
decision-makers, the public administration and the general public, both
in Norway and abroad
An interdisciplinarity or multidisciplinarity approach
The points above will be taken into account in the assessment of the
application’s relevance.
The funding has been allocated to the Research Council from the
development cooperation budget and grant applications must therefore
satisfy the requirements regarding use of Official Development Assistance
(ODA) funding. Only research directly and primarily relevant to the problems
of developing countries may be counted as ODA. The costs may still be
counted as ODA if the research is carried out in a developed country. Read
more about ODA funding here.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
The recommended maximum budget per project is NOK 6–10 million.
Contacts
Inger-Ann Ulstein

iau@forskningsradet.no

+4790955155

Nina Therese Maubach

ntm@forskningsradet.no

+4745667052

Camilla Grime

icg@forskningsradet.no

+4791322250

Relevant plans

Work programme for NORGLOBAL2

Oceans
Maritime sector

Aquaculture

Marine sector

Seafood market

NOK 70 million to maritime research
Share

Funding will go to collaborative projects between industry and research
groups that provide increased knowledge and competence and improve
competitiveness in the maritime industry.
Relevant projects
Opportunities in ocean industries;
Autonomous and remote-controlled vessels;
Digital transformation of the maritime industry;
Promoting greener maritime activities;
Safety and security at sea;
The Arctic and northern areas.
The areas are described in more detail in the portfolio plan for Oceans and
the work programme for MAROFF (Maritime Activities and Offshore
Operations).
We will emphasise applications that include
issues of importance to major parts of the industry and that require
several companies and research groups to work together
doctoral research fellows.
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research environments and project partners. The overall
contribution in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
from partners that are Norwegian maritime companies are to constitute
at least 10 percent of the project’s total costs. These contributions
cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same partners.
Partners who are Norwegian companies can receive funding from the
Research Council to cover up to 50 percent of the costs relating to project
participation. For cooperating companies, the degree of financing will
also be limited by the state aid regulations.
For partners who are not companies or approved R&D communities, the
costs relating to project participation will not be covered by funding
from the Research Council, nor will it be included in the calculation of a
minimum of 10 per cent effort from partners.
Contact
Sigurd Falch

sf@forskningsradet.no

+4792031718

Kjell Røang

kjr@forskningsradet.no

+4791354664

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Oceans
Work programme for MAROFF

NOK 30 million for aquaculture research
Share

A total of NOK 80 million is available for this topic, distributed between
three priority areas and three calls for proposals (application types).
Applications for each priority area will compete across the calls. Applicants
must select a call based on whether it is necessary or useful to have
partners from outside academia.
Research
priority areas

Call for proposals
Researcher
Project for
Scientific
Renewal

Researcher
Project for
Young
Research
Talents

Collaborative
Project

Number of
projects
expected to
receive
funding

Fish health and
fish welfare

X

X

X

3-4

Is our salmon
feed leading to
deficiencies?

X

X

1-2

The value chain
for sludge

X

X

1-2

Fish health and fish welfare – thematic open call
Projects within this research area can encompass all aquaculture species,
and all research that contributes to increased knowledge about and
understanding of aquaculture organisms’ health and welfare are relevant.
The research area is described in more detail in the HAVBRUK Work
Programme.
Are we feeding our salmon to deficiencies?
Much of the knowledge about the nutritional requirements of salmon comes
from studies conducted under close to optimal conditions, with mainly
marine feed ingredients and using fish that have since been bred for several
generations. Today, salmon feed is predominantly plant-based and new
forms of land-based and marine production mean that an increasing share
of the fish live large parts of their life in a completely different environment
than before. Increased mortality at sea appears to be related to increased
handling of the salmon and exposure to a different infection pressure. Does
the feed meet the nutritional requirement of today’s farmed salmon, making
them sufficiently robust to handle these new challenges?
Funding is available for projects that contribute basic knowledge on the
composition of future feeds. To be eligible for funding, the research must
target the nutritional needs of salmon in light of new feed ingredients, new
forms of production, new processing methods, more handling and/or
interaction with improved genetic material, for good welfare, health and
growth.
Applications for projects that will investigate nutritional requirements of
salmon for fat, protein, vitamins and minerals will be more relevant than
research on functional feed ingredients. The call is coordinated with
planned measures in the Norwegian Seafood Research Fund (FHF).

The value chain of sludge from closed and semi-enclosed facilities

The production of bigger smolts and other land-based production will result
in more sludge production, which entails challenges for disposal and use.
The development of closed and semi-enclosed production concepts makes
it easier to collect and use waste and side streams of production, thereby
contributing to sustainability in the industry. The sludge must be separated
from the production environment, collected, stored, treated and
transported. All parts of this value and logistics chain require technological
solutions to be developed that are suited for the utilisation of the sludge.
This applies to feed technology, feeding technology, sludge collection
technology and technology for accumulation and processing. Developing
an optimal value chain for use of sludge from fish production has both
technological and regulatory limitations. The latter is generally related to
components of the sludge that can limit its application.
Funding is available for projects that look at technological solutions in order
to utilise sludge from fish production. The projects may be transdisciplinary
and involve users and the authorities, in addition to technology
development.
Relevance
When we determine the application's score for relevance to the call, we will
assess how well the application addresses one or several of the priority
areas above. It must be clearly stated which of the priority areas the
application targets.
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will also place
special consideration on:
relevant international collaboration;
recruitment positions (PhD or post-doctoral fellows).
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Projects can apply for a maximum of NOK 12 million in funding from the
Research Council.
Contacts
Kjell Emil Naas

ken@forskningsradet.no

+4790165701

Inger Oline Røsvik

ior@forskningsradet.no

+4790053460

Anders Karlsson-Drangsholtanka@forskningsradet.no

+4793221313

Lars Hagbarth Andresen

lhan@forskningsradet.no

+4791747117

Elin Vikane

eli@forskningsradet.no

+4794525370

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Oceans
Attachment on aquaculture research

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal
Researcher Project for Young Talents

NOK 27 million for marine research
Share

A total of NOK 85 million is available for this topic, distributed between
three priority areas and three calls for proposals. Applications for each
priority area will compete across the calls. Applicants are to select a call
based on whether it is necessary or useful to have partners from outside
academia.
Research areas

Call for proposals
Researcher
Project for
Scientific
Renewal

Researcher
Project for
Young
Research
Talents

Collaborative
Project

Number of
projects
expected to
receive
funding

Marine
ecosystems

X

X

X

4-6

Pollution and
other ecosystem
impacts

X

X

1-2

Management
and societal
perspectives

X

X

1-2

Marine ecosystems – thematic open calls
The research area Marine ecosystems aims to increase understanding of
ecosystems' structure, function, variation and change in order to achieve
sustainable and long-term management of Norwegian coastal and marine
areas. The research area is described in more detail in the MARINFORSK
Work Programme.
Pollution and other effects on ecosystems – Mineral extraction on the
sea floor and onshore
Onshore and offshore mineral extraction leads to occupation of areas and
deposition of minerals processing waste and various chemicals into the
marine environment. More knowledge is needed about the spread of
minerals processing waste and associated chemicals, and their impact on
marine ecosystems as a whole and on individual species, populations and
societies.
To be relevant, the project must be related to at least one of the following
areas:
development of empirical data and reliable models for calculating
chemical, physical and biological processes in and around marine waste
deposits from onshore mining and the impact of these processes on the
marine environments. Focus should be placed on both the operational
and restitution phase of extraction.
more knowledge on how mineral extraction on the sea floor and any
associated minerals processing waste deposits in coastal areas and at
sea affect the marine ecosystem.

Management and societal perspectives – Knowledge-based
management of marine resources, ecosystems and ecosystem services
Achieving sustainable utilisation of marine resources requires knowledgebased and ecosystem-based management with an integrated approach.
Within this thematic priority area, we seek more knowledge about which
factors serve to facilitate or impede the management of marine ecosystems
and marine ecosystem services. This may encompass studies of policy,
economics, national and international legislation, strategies, policy
instruments, agreements, barriers and opportunities, attitudes and
behaviour, gender perspectives and the capacity of society to design and
implement change. These are all multi- and interdisciplinary challenges that
require insight from the natural sciences and social sciences, as well as the
humanities.
Applications related to research needs in the following focus areas are
relevant:
1. Marine ecosystem services
2. Management of marine and coastal waters
3. Management challenges in light of climate and environmental change
Research needs are described in more detail in the MARINFORSK Work
Programme.
Relevance
It must be clear which of the three focus areas above, the application is
aimed at.
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will also place
special consideration on:
relevant international collaboration;
recruitment positions (PhD or post-doctoral).
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Contacts
Christian Wexels Riser

cwr@forskningsradet.no

+4794535385

Inger Austrem

ina@forskningsradet.no

+4747076646

Marius Omland

mo@forskningsradet.no

+4793817508

Marit Heller

mhe@forskningsradet.no

+4799511616

Lars Hagbarth Andresen

lhan@forskningsradet.no

+4791747117

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Oceans

Attachment for marine research

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal
Researcher Project for Young Talents

NOK 10 million for research on the seafood market after the
coronavirus pandemic
Share

A total of NOK 20 million is available for this topic, distributed between two
calls for proposals (application types). Applicants must select a call based
on whether it is necessary or useful to have partners from outside academia.
As an export industry, Norwegian seafood is exposed to changes in the
international market. The COVID-19 pandemic brings uncertainty into world
trade due to changes in consumer behaviour and transport patterns, the
importance of the local market, desire to protect one’s own (protectionism)
etc. The pandemic also provides a unique opportunity to study how such a
situation affects the Norwegian seafood sector.
Funding is available for market research that helps to identify, understand
and deal with causes and ripple effects related to the pandemic and similar
situations in the short and long term, in order to understand the
opportunities and challenges that can arise in relation to transitions and
innovation. The research can encompass both national and international
markets and different types of seafood products. We particularly welcome
projects that take the form of comparative studies on different fisheries and
aquaculture products that can help to ensure an economically sustainable
seafood industry.
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will also place
special consideration on:
relevant international collaboration;
recruitment positions (PhD or post-doctoral).
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
The recommended project framework is NOK 4-10 million in funding from
the Research Council.

Contacts
Kjell Emil Naas

ken@forskningsradet.no

+4790165701

Christian Wexels Riser

cwr@forskningsradet.no

+4794535385

Inger Oline Røsvik

ior@forskningsradet.no

+4790053460

Marit Heller

mhe@forskningsradet.no

+4799511616

Elin Vikane

eli@forskningsradet.no

+4794525370

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Oceans

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal

Health
eHealth

Effective preventive public health measures

NOK 105 million for research on eHealth in preventive work, treatment,
service provision and collaboration
Share

Funding is available for research on the implementation and consequences
of eHealth for service provision, treatment services and public health
measures. The research must take as its point of departure the needs of the
population, and contribute to uniform, equitable and sustainable health,
care and welfare services.
eHealth is defined here as the use of information and communication
technology (ICT) to improve efficiency, quality and safety in the health and
care sector, and includes solutions related to the welfare sector. Digital
services are intended to simplify contact between users and health
personnel and contribute to the public perception of the services as
comprehensive and available.
Relevant projects
Projects that are eligible for funding must fall under at least one of the
following three areas:
1. Quality, competence and efficiency in the health, care and welfare
services
2. Health-promoting and preventive public health measures
3. Diagnostics, treatment and rehabilitation of illnesses
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will also place
special consideration on projects that:
Are interdisciplinary and include the humanities and social sciences
Include societal and health economics perspectives

Include Nordic and/or other international research collaboration
Include partners that are not research organisations that, to the greatest
extent possible, finance their own participation
Around half of the budgeted funding is to be allocated to research area 1,
which will be taken into account in the project portfolio assessment.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
In addition to the formal partners described above (most often a
municipality, other public actor and/or business), the project must also
involve the end users of the research. The application must describe how
formal partners and representatives of the end users (most often
inhabitants, next of kin, patients and non-profit organisations) are
involved in the planning and implementation of the project and
utilisation of the results.
The recommended amount sought from the Research Council is NOK 8–16
million.
Contacts
Hilde Dorthea Grindvik
Nielsen

hgn@forskningsradet.no

+4740922260

Kristin Andersen

kran@forskningsradet.no

+4790581647

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Health research

NOK 60 million for research on effective preventive public health
measures
Share

Funding is available for research on health promoting and preventive
measures at the national and/or municipal level with the aim of improving
public health and quality of life and reducing social inequality in relation to
health and risk of illness. The research may encompass development,
implementation and/or evaluation of measures, as well as natural
experiments. The overarching objective of the projects must be to reinforce
knowledge about measures that can contribute to the population living
healthy lives in a health-promoting environment.
Relevant projects
Priority will be given to projects that generate new knowledge on measures
that:

Promote public health and reduce the risk of illness that leads to a major
disease burden
Contribute to elucidating and counteracting the negative health
consequences of social inequality
Prevent more severe illness and reduce the likelihood of new conditions
occurring
Target children and adolescents, and promote good physical and mental
health, forming the basis for good health later in life
Target the oldest age groups and help to maintain good health and
functional ability in old age
Contribute to knowledge-building at the municipal level and to researchbased policy development that leads to a good public health service in
the municipalities
Health is affected by many factors including from outside the health sector.
As a basis for the measures, knowledge is therefore required about how
health is affected by social, cultural and environmental factors during
childhood, schooling, education and in working life and leisure time.
When we award a mark for the application’s relevance, we will also
place special consideration on projects that:
Are interdisciplinary and include the humanities and social sciences
Include collaboration with other sectors of society, such as those related
to childhood, education, living environment, sports, culture, working life,
the voluntary sector and primary industry
Include Nordic and/or other international research collaboration
Use existing health data and personal data where relevant
Include partners that are not research organisations that, to the greatest
extent possible, finance their own participation
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
In addition to the formal partners described above (most often a
municipality, other public actor and/or business), the project must also
involve the end users of the research. The application must describe how
formal partners and representatives of the end users (most often
inhabitants, next of kin, patients and/or non-profit organisations) are
involved in the planning and implementation of the project and
utilisation of the results.
The recommended amount sought from the Research Council is NOK 8–16
million.
Contacts
Torbjørg Øyslebø

toe@forskningsradet.no

+4795279820

Alexandra Bjørk-Skaflestad alb@forskningsradet.no

+4748144767

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Health research

Land-based food, the environment and bioresources
Agriculture and the food industry (Agriculture and Food Industry Research Funds)

NOK 110 million for research on agriculture and the food industry
(Agriculture and Food Industry Research Funds)
Share

Funding is available for projects that promote increased value creation,
profitability and sustainability throughout the agricultural value chain.
According to the UN Sustainable Development Goals, sustainable food
production covers economic and social conditions, as well as
environmental and climate considerations.
The research should help Norway to achieve its agricultural policy
objectives, and the applications should be connected to one or more of the
four overriding agricultural policy goals, cf. Report No 11 to the Storting
(2016–2017) and Proposition No 1 to the Storting (Resolution) (2020–2021).
Grant applications must refer to existing challenges, research questions and
knowledge gaps, and explain specifically how the project will address these
and help to realise agricultural policy objectives.
The earliest possible start of projects funded by FFL/JA is 1 January 2022.
Applications under this topic must include an attachment of maximum one
page containing the project's title, goals and summary in Norwegian.
Regarding start date:
There is a technical limitation in the application form, which means that the
system does not accept entering 1.01.2022 as the start date. Please do as
follows:
Enter 1.12.2021 as the startup date. In all budgets, 2021 will be the first
project year:
Enter 0 in all budget tables for 2021.

Food security and preparedness
The main objectives are to ensure that consumers have safe food and to
strengthen food preparedness. These topics have become particularly
relevant in light of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The utilisation of bioresources is to be increased through selective research
and education, breeding and processing. Good plant and animal health,
good animal welfare and high quality processing provide the foundation for
producing sufficient quantities of safe food.
The following areas are particularly relevant:
Norwegian agricultural supply capacity in times of crisis;
increased production and utilisation of Norwegian feed resources;
factors that affect the production capacity of arable soil (soil health);
anti-resistance strategies against plant pests in agriculture and
horticulture and against pathogens in livestock;

sustainable materials and packaging technology for a correct shelf life
and reduced food waste;
transfer of compounds that are hazardous to health to food and fodder
crops through soil, air and water;
the risk of international trade to Norwegian plant and animal health.

Agricultural production throughout the entire country
Agricultural production throughout the entire country can be achieved by
facilitating diversified agriculture with varied farm structure and
geographic production sharing that provide opportunities for jobs and
settlement throughout the entire country. Measures to increase the use of
soil resources and grazing resources and measures that ensure recruitment
to agriculture and the food and beverage industry throughout the entire
country will help to promote this.
The following areas are of particular relevance:
increased use of grazing resources in uncultivated areas;
knowledge to enhance educational programmes and increase
recruitment to agriculture and the food industry;
sustainability in Norwegian agriculture and food production in relation to
labour/human resources;
knowledge about the ability to achieve the agricultural policy objectives
through effective design of market schemes and agricultural policy
instruments targeted towards the agricultural value chain, including
production, market, the environment and climate.

Increasing value creation
Agricultural policy is to lay the foundation for profitable and sustainable
value chains in agriculture and the food industry, including the income
opportunities and ability of farmers to invest in their farms, and to promote
the efficient, profitable use of a farm’s combined resources. Market-based
production opportunities must be employed and the value chain for food
must be cost-effective and competitive. Norway must be further developed
as a food-producing nation.
The following areas are of particular relevance:
developing knowledge and methods to better utilise residual raw
materials in the value chain for food and beverages to develop new and
profitable products;
mapping the opportunities to increase Norwegian food production and
competitiveness for the agriculture-based food and beverage industries
in a changing market;
mapping of innovation potential in and across value chains;
developing new technology and new methods to improve efficiency in
every segment of the value chain, e.g. automation, robotics, information
technology and sensor technology;
further developing methods and collaborative solutions for the
collection, analysis and utilisation of large amounts of data;
increased knowledge of consumer trends, diet, health and nutrition.

Sustainable agriculture with reduced greenhouse gas emissions
Sustainable agriculture entails sustainable use and strong protection of
agricultural areas and resource bases The cultural landscape and
biodiversity must be safeguarded, and pollution and greenhouse gas
emissions must be reduced. CO2 uptake must be increased and good
climate adaptation measures must be implemented.
The following areas are of particular relevance:

new knowledge and methods that help to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and increase carbon sequestration in agricultural value chains
from the primary sector to the consumer;
generating new knowledge on climate-adapted production and
adaptation strategies;
creating a knowledge base on the climate impacts of different
production methods;
mapping and finding solutions to environmental challenges resulting
from the impacts of agriculture on ecosystems, aquatic environments
and biodiversity;
organic production.
Priority will be given to applications that include
research adapted to Norwegian conditions
interdisciplinary collaboration
economic and societal perspectives where relevant
research with results that can quickly benefit the industry
specific and user-oriented dissemination measures
significant involvement of stakeholders from the agricultural and food
industries to ensure its relevance to the industry and society at large
when relevant, collaboration between actors in the aquaculture and
agricultural sectors will count as positive, as long as industry actors from
the agriculture-based value chain are still significantly involved in the
project.
The projects will be financed by the agricultural industry itself through the
payment of research duties on agricultural products and transfers through
the Agricultural Agreement Research Fund.
The project portfolio assessment will place emphasis on the industry’s
knowledge needs, achieving a balance between the four stated target
areas, ongoing research activities and distribution among the industry
branches.
Emphasis will be placed on achieving a balanced project portfolio that
addresses the breadth of the topics announced in this call.
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. Partners from the
business sector (companies, industry organisations, etc.) must in total
contribute a minimum of 20 per cent of the overall costs of the project.
The participation of public entities will not be included as part of the
requirement to contribute minimum 20 per cent of the overall costs, but
will count as positive where this is of relevance.
Partners that are not research organisations must finance their own
project costs.
The requirement for contributions from industry may be modified under
special circumstances. This applies to projects that address important
collective knowledge needs for the industry as a whole, particularly in
areas relating to the environment, climate and animal welfare, where it is
not possible to expect participation from individual actors. Projects must
still be firmly based on the needs and involvement of the users. If the 20
per cent requirement is not met, the reason for this must be explained in
the application.

Contacts
Siri Anzjøn

sia@forskningsradet.no

Heidi Engeset

heidi.engeset@landbruksdirektoratet.no
+4778606 148

+4747400171

Relevant links

Informasjon på hjemmesiden til FFL/JA

Enabling technologies
Biotechnology

NOK 120 million for innovative biotechnology
Share

Funding is available for large-scale transdisciplinary collaborative projects
that develop new forms of interaction where users and other stakeholders,
together with universities and research institutes, develop and apply
biotechnological knowledge and methods. Biotechnology encompasses a
broad range of technologies that can provide solutions to societal
challenges in the health, agriculture, marine and industry sectors.
Through cooperation with other disciplines and technologies,
biotechnology contributes to new and innovative health services in
diagnostics and the development of pharmaceuticals, and plays a key role
in the development of personalised medicine. Biotechnology is important to
the development of a competitive health industry.
Biotechnology is also an important technology in the emerging
bioeconomy, which includes sustainable production and processing of
biomass to create various products. Among other things, this includes
enzyme technology and fermentation technologies.
We would like one of the projects that we fund to be the establishment of a
national node under the Earth BioGenome Project (EBP). EBP is a global
initiative to sequence all eukaryotic biodiversity. Applications to establish a
national node of the EBP must describe the implementation of activities
described in the strategy document ‘Establishing a national initiative for
Earth BioGenome Norway (EBP-Nor)’ and be coordinated by the Centre for
Digital Life Norway (DLN).
Relevant projects
Projects eligible for funding within this topic must meet the following
criteria:
develops biotechnological knowledge and methods that are essential to
achieving the project’s objectives.
addresses challenges in the health, agriculture, marine or industrial
sectors
promotes Responsible Research and Innovation (RRI). Measures to
ensure this are to be presented in the project description (see A
Framework for Responsible Innovation).
Projects that are granted funding and that are relevant to DLN are

encouraged to become affiliated to the centre.
The areas are described in more detail in the portfolio plan for Enabling
Technologies.
Funding available per project under this call is NOK 15–30 million.
We aim to achieve a balanced portfolio of projects that address problems
related to health and the other described thematic areas. If several projects
are awarded the same overall mark, we will give priority to establishing a
Norwegian node under the ‘Earth BioGenome Project’.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 per cent of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Contacts
Inderjit Singh Marjara

ism@forskningsradet.no

+4798823814

Jacob Edward Wang

jew@forskningsradet.no

+4793282102

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Enabling technologies
RRI framework (in Norwegian)
Establishing a national initiative for Earth
BioGenome Norway

Education and competence
Research in teacher education

NOK 72 million for research in teacher education for early childhood
education and care (ECEC) and the primary and lower secondary level
Share

Funding will go to projects that strengthen research in teacher education for
early childhood education and care (ECEC) and the primary and lower
secondary level. Universities and university colleges that educate ECEC
teachers and primary and lower secondary teachers (GLU 1–10) are eligible
to apply. Up to NOK 12 million may be sought.
We seek projects that strengthen strategically important research areas for
ECEC teacher education and primary and lower secondary teacher
education and meet actual and future competence needs. One important

goal is to strengthen research and cooperation between teacher education
programmes, research groups and the field of practice.
For projects from ECEC teacher education programmes, all priority areas
in the Education and Competence portfolio plan are relevant. Projects that
are eligible for funding must fall under at least one of the priority areas. The
priority areas may also be seen in conjunction with one another. The priority
areas are:
A: Learning processes, assessment forms and learning outcomes;
B: Praxis, professional practice and competence-development;
C: Governance, management, organisation and achievement of results
D: Education, society and working life.
For projects from primary and lower secondary teacher education
programmes, we welcome projects on teaching and learning in all school
subjects, and are interested in research in subject didactics. The projects
can also be interdisciplinary and elucidate issues across and between
school subjects.
Projects that are eligible for funding must fall under at least one of the
following priority areas:
A: Learning processes, assessment forms and learning outcomes;
B: Praxis, professional practice and competence-development.
Projects addressing priority area B in the portfolio plan must be viewed in
the context of priority area A.
Descriptions of the priority areas can be found in the Education and
Competence portfolio plan in chapter 2.2.
Projects that include collaboration between ECEC teacher education
programmes and primary and secondary teacher education programmes
may be of interest, as are projects that examine issues that are relevant for
both ECEC and primary and secondary teacher education, such as the
transition between ECEC and school.
When awarding marks for the relevance criterion, we will also take into
consideration whether the project includes the following:
Collaboration with at least two relevant partners, of which at least one
must be a Norwegian ECEC institution owner or school owner.
Collaboration with other relevant national and international research
groups.
ECEC teacher students/primary and lower secondary teacher students.
Recruitment positions.
Intent to cooperate with relevant doctoral research fellows funded under
the Public Sector Ph.D. Project scheme.
All partners must actively contribute in the planning and implementation of
the project. They must also contribute to the dissemination of results from
the project and to ensuring that new knowledge is being put used.
When prioritising between the projects, we will strive for an equal
distribution of projects between the ECEC teacher education programmes
and the primary and lower secondary teacher education programmes.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10 % of the project’s total costs. These

contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Contacts
Kari Tonhild Aune

kta@forskningsradet.no

+4741555007

Tone Merete Holtan

tmho@forskningsradet.no

+4741476376

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Education and Competence

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal
Researcher Project for Young Talents

Welfare, culture and society
Welfare and labour research

NOK 61 million to labour and welfare research
Share

Funding will be awarded to labour and welfare research that address
societal challenges in the following areas:
outcomes of preventive work, measures and comprehensive services
targeting vulnerable population groups, especially children, young
people and families
housing in a welfare perspective
outcomes and measures relating to reducing inequality and increasing
the inclusion of vulnerable groups in the labour market or in society at
large. The thematic areas are described in more detail in HELSEVEL's and
VAM's attachments to the portfolio plan for Welfare, Culture and Society.
We will emphasise applications that include
concrete plans for international collaboration, for example copublication or mobility
interdisciplinarity or multidisciplinarity
clear user participation based on users' needs, and where users are
involved in the project
The points above will be included in the assessment of the application’s
relevance.
The portfolio board will prioritise 1–2 service-oriented projects relating to

the labour and welfare service and/or child and family welfare services (see
HELSEVEL’s attachment to the portfolio plan for Welfare, Culture and
Society).Applications that concern transitions and coordination between
different services can include relevant health services, but cannot apply to
health services alone.
Requirements for effective collaboration in the projects:
Effective collaboration entails real and practical collaboration between
the involved research groups and project partners. The partners’ overall
contributions in the form of personnel and, if relevant, other project costs
are to constitute at least 10% of the project’s total costs. These
contributions cannot be replaced by cash contributions from the same
partners.
Research Council funding can be used to cover the partners’ costs
relating to project participation. For partner companies, the amount of
funding that can be allocated will be limited by the state aid rules.
Projects can apply for NOK 4-12 million in funding from the Research
Council.
Contacts
Siri H. Hollekim Haaland

shh@forskningsradet.no

+4747666626

Zhanna Saidenova Skrede zs@forskningsradet.no

+4797024868

Kristin Andersen

+4790581647

kran@forskningsradet.no

Relevant plans

Portfolio plan for Welfare, culture and society
Work programme for VAM
Work programme for HELSEVEL

Other relevant calls with the same topic

Researcher Project for Scientific Renewal
Researcher Project for Young Talents

Practical information
Requirements for this application type
Applications must be created and submitted via My RCN Web. You may revise and resubmit your
grant application form multiple times up to the application submission deadline. We recommend
that you submit your application as soon as you have filled in the application form and included
all mandatory attachments. After the deadline, it is the most recently submitted version of the
grant application that will be processed.
The application and all attachments must be submitted in English.

All mandatory attachments must be included.
The project description must use the designated template which is available for download at
the end of the call.
Requirements relating to the project manager and Project Owner (research organisation)
must be satisfied.
Requirements relating to the partners must be satisfied.
The project must start between 1 July 2021 and 1 December 2021. Projects approved for
funding that have not started within this period may lose their allocation.
Mandatory attachments
A project description of maximum 11 pages using the designated template found at the end
of this call.
CVs (maximum four pages each) for the project manager and key project participants/work
package leaders using the designated templates found at the end of this call.
Letters of Intent from all partners listed. The letter must explain why the research project is
important, and describe the planned contributions to the project.
For projects encompassing doctoral degrees, you must attach a letter of confirmation from
the degree-conferring university/institution to the grant application. This does not apply if
the Project Owner is the degree-conferring university/institution.
Grant applications that do not satisfy the above requirements will be rejected.
Optional attachments
Applicants are free to propose up to three referees who are presumed to be impartial and
qualified to review the grant proposal. The Research Council is not under any obligation to use
the proposed referees, but may use them as needed.
Attachments other than the mandatory attachments specified above, as well as any links to
websites in the grant application, will not be included in the application review process.

Assessment criteria
Grant applications will be assessed in relation to the following criteria:

Excellence
The extent to which the proposed work is ambitious, novel, and goes beyond the state-of-the-art
• Scientific creativity and originality.
• Novelty and boldness of hypotheses or research questions.
• Potential for development of new knowledge beyond the current state of the art, including
significant theoretical, methodological, experimental or empirical advancement.
The quality of the proposed R&D activities
• Quality of the research questions, hypotheses and project objectives, and the extent to which
they are clearly and adequately specified.
• Credibility and appropriateness of the theoretical approach, research design and use of
scientific methods. Appropriate consideration of interdisciplinary approaches.
• The extent to which appropriate consideration has been given to societal responsibility, ethical
issues and gender dimensions in research content.
• The extent to which appropriate consideration has been given to the use of stakeholder/user
knowledge.

Impact
Potential impact of the proposed research
• The extent to which the planned outputs of the project address important present and/or future
scientific challenges.
• The extent to which the planned outputs of the project address important present and/or future
challenges for the sector(s).

• The extent to which the competence developed and planned outputs of the project will provide
the basis for value creation in Norwegian business and/or development of the public sector.
• The extent to which the planned outputs of the project address UN Sustainable Development
Goals or other important present and/or future societal challenges.
• The extent to which the potential impacts are clearly formulated and plausible.
Communication and exploitation
• Quality and scope of communication and engagement activities targeted towards relevant
stakeholders/users.
• The extent to which the partners are involved in dissemination and utilisation of the project
results.

Implementation
The quality of the project manager and project group
• The extent to which the project manager has relevant expertise and experience and
demonstrated ability to perform high-quality research (as appropriate to the career stage).
• The degree of complementarity of the participants and the extent to which the project group has
the necessary expertise needed to undertake the research effectively.
The quality of the project organisation and management
• Effectiveness of the project organisation, including the extent to which resources assigned to
work packages are aligned with project objectives and deliverables.
• Appropriateness of the allocation of tasks, ensuring that all participants have a valid role and
adequate resources in the project to fulfil that role.
• Appropriateness of the proposed management structures and governance.
• Appropriateness of the partners' contribution to the governance and execution of the project.

Relevance to the call for proposals
The extent to which the grant application satisfies the thematic guidelines and priorities of the
call. In addition, the extent to which the application meets the other guidelines and requirements
set out in the call.

Administrative procedures
Once the grant applications have been received, the Research Council will conduct a preliminary
administrative review to ensure that they satisfy all the stipulated formal requirements.
Applications that do not meet the formal requirements will be rejected.
The applications will then be distributed to referee panels comprised of impartial external
specialists with expertise in the relevant thematic areas and disciplines. For each individual
application, the Research Council will check that the referee panel is impartial and has sufficient
expertise to assess the research topic in question. Assessments from individual external
specialists will be obtained in connection with some applications to support the panel in
reaching a consensus-based assessment. The panel will assess the three criteria Excellence,
Impact and Implementation, and will assign a consensus-based mark for each of these criteria.
After the panel has completed its assessment, the Research Council will conduct an assessment
of the relevance criterion. Applications that receive an average mark of 4 or lower from the panel
will not be eligible for funding and will therefore not be assessed in relation to relevance.
The assessment of the relevance criterion and the panel’s review are used to calculate the grant
application’s overall mark, which is the average of the marks for the four equally weighted
criteria. The Research Council will draw up a recommendation on which applications to fund
based on an overall assessment of the project portfolio, which will then form the basis for the
portfolio boards’ funding decisions.
The project portfolio assessment will take the following factors into account:
The applications’ assigned marks based on the assessments.
The distribution of proposed and ongoing projects in relation to priorities set out for the

specific topic.
The relative volume and quality of grant applications under the other calls in 2021 that are
relevant to the topic.
Any changes in the financial or scientific framework set by the ministries.
When the applications are otherwise considered to be on a par, priority will be given to
projects led by women project managers.
The meetings of the portfolio boards will be held in mid-June. The final funding decision will be
announced after these meetings.

Download templates
Template for Project Description - Collaborative and Knowledgebuilding Project 2021.docx
CV Template Researchers.docx

CV Template.docx

Download all templates

